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One notable way in which compa-
nies can positively impact change 
is through advocacy — whether it 
be for community, the environ-
ment or a current social cause. 
Advocacy in its various forms 
represents a deep commitment to 
company values. 

Montrose-based outdoor-prod-
ucts manufacturer Mayfly Out-
doors was honored by � e Civic 
50 Colorado, which recognizes the 
state’s 50 most community-mind-
ed companies. Mayfl y highlights 
their experience with corporate 
social responsibility along with the 
ways in which they have partaken 
in supporting their local area.  

Why does your company engage 
in corporate social responsibili-
ty? Our business is unique being 

Outdoor-products 
manufacturer sees 
chance for big change 

PHILANTHROPY

on the Western Slope and in a 
smaller, rural community. We can 
make a big impact and therefore 
have a responsibility to be lead-
ers and get involved. One of our 
corporate goals centers around 
growing civic leaders and think-
ing generationally. Where is the 
Western Slope going to be in 25 
years? � at question drives what 
we do.

What corporate social respon-
sibility has your company con-
ducted that is especially innova-
tive? � e Montrose community is 
really important to our business, 
and we’ve been able to rally a very 
strong public-private partnership 
to make a diff erence. To enhance 
our local rivers and streams, we 
donated land back to the city to 
open waterways to the public 
and to be eligible for public grant 
dollars. 

� e plan has worked and so 
far resulted in over $3 million in 
grants for a river trail and river 
restoration.
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What’s one thing that your com-
pany considers corporate social 
responsibility best practice?
Public-private partnerships. If 
you can’t get your community 
to believe in what you do, then 
why do it? Building respect and 
trust with your local government 
and community, in our opinion, 
is a cornerstone of being socially 
responsible. 

� e Civic 50 Colorado 2020 
award is supported by CSR 
Solutions of Colorado, which 
submitted this Q&A. CSR Solu-
tions of Colorado, a project of 
Community Shares of Colora-
do and Spark the Change Colo-
rado, provides companies with 
the best tools and practices to 
implement corporate social 
responsibility. � rough this 
important work, CSR Solutions 
of Colorado connects companies 
to great causes, truly highlight-
ing the power of volunteerism 
and collaboration. Denver Busi-
ness Journal edited this story. 

MAYFLY FORGES 
PUBLIC�PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIPS

� e newly installed Connect Initiative community recreation trail along the Uncompahgre River in 
Montrose. It was built with the help of a $2 million grant received by Mayfl y and others.

MAYFLY OUTDOORS
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HOTEL ENGINE LAUNCHES 
FIRST CSR INITIATIVE

Hotel Engine, a Denver-based travel 
company that managed to grow and 
double its sta�  during 2020, has 
launched its first ever corporate social 
responsibility initiative: a partnership 
with environmental nonprofit One 
Tree Planted. For every booking 
made on its platform in 2021, Hotel 
Engine will grow a tree through One 
Tree Planted, which says it planted 4 
million trees in 2019. The duo’s goal is 
to plant as many as 250,000 trees in 
the U.S. this year. 

FOOD BANK OF THE ROCKIES 
BREAKS DONATION RECORD

Food Bank of the Rockies distributed 
over 100 million pounds of food to the 
hungry during the pandemic year of 
2020 — a year-over-year increase of 
about 40% and an institutional record. 
CEO Erin Pulling said that more than 
30% of those served in 2020 said this 
is the first time they’ve required food 
assistance. She expects that this jump 
in demand could last two years based 
on projections from nonprofit food-
bank network Feeding America. Food 
Bank of the Rockies distributed 71.5 
million pounds of food in 2019. 

FOUNDATION GIFTS $415,000 
FOR REMOTE LEARNING 

Arvada-based Community First 
Foundation has granted $415,000 to 
six child-care and remote-learning 
programs focusing on Je� erson Coun-
ty families. Newly launched Je� co 
Families Plus, which helps families 
search for and connect with child-
care programs; TeamUp! Je� co; Susan 
Duncan YMCA; Gold Crown Founda-
tion; Edgewater Collective; and Teach 
by Tech are other charities that were 
among the recipients of the cash. 

CANNABIS COMPANY 
CONCENTRATES ON POVERTY

Boulder-based cannabis concentrates 
manufacturer Green Dot Labs rolled 
out a series of holiday gift-wrap sleeves 
for its Black Label live resin cartridg-
es, donating 100% of the proceeds to 
fellow Boulderite Emergency Family 
Assistance Association. EFAA provides 
food, financial assistance, housing, 
case management and other services 
to families in an e� ort to stabilize them 
and provide a “springboard out of 
poverty,” according to the nonprofit. 
Green Dot Labs sold a total 421 sleeves 
to retailers, donating $750 to EFAA. 
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COMMUNITY FIRST FOUNDATION

Jeff co Families Plus was one of the 
recipients of the grants.

HOTEL ENGINE

Hotel Engine has teamed up with 
nonprofi t One Tree Planted.

FOOD BANK OF THE ROCKIES

Cars line up at a Food Bank of the 
Rockies food distribution center.

 GREEN DOT LABS

A Green Dot Labs holiday sleeve, 
sales of which were donated.


